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R¥: Yxplocalory Diamond Drilling in the Repulse Bay Area, Nunavut

hsin Julter is o ndvise you that Bisheries and Oceans Canada, Dish Iabitat Managemeat Division
{110 THIM) has received the project proposal information submiited by the Nunavut Impact Review
o for exploratory diamond drilling in the Repulse Bay arca, Nunavut. DIFO-FHM’s assessmient
takes into consideration primarily fish and fish habitat related concerns. Your proposal has been
assigned the following file number and nane:

NU-03-0033 IXPLORATORY DIAMOND DRILLING IN REPULSE BAY, NUNAVU'T
Please vefer to this number on your correspondence or inqniries.

This letter is to advise that DFFO-FHM has reviewed the plans/correspondence for the proposed
work lor impacts to fish and fish habilat. It is my understanding, from the information submitted
to this offige, that:

& The duration of the amended drilling program is April 15, 2003 to April 15, 2005

& Qperations are Lo include a geophysical survey and both land-based and ice-based diamond
drilling.

s T'wo temporary seasonal camps will be established.

Operations in or near water may result in the harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish
habitat, which is prohibited under Scction 35 of the Fisheries Act. The following mitigation
wgaswivs, aleng with nitigation measures indicated in the project proposal, are intended Lo
prevent any potentially harmful impacts to fish and fish habitat.

« If a tomiporary goasonal camp ie to be cstablished please subiwit details (sive, site plan,
proxiuity to any watercourse, size of water body, fish species present cte.) to DFO-FHM for
ICVIew,

s - I artgsian flow is encountered, drill holes should be plugged and permanently scaled upon
completion of the praject,

& Al distirbed areas should be stabilized and re-vegetated as required, upon completion of

" wark, and restored (o a pre-disturbed state.
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¢ Nomaletial should be left on the ice when there is potential for that material fo enter the water
(I.e. spring break-up).

# Il the drilling requires water in sufficient volume that the source water body may be drawn
down please subinit details (volume required, size of water bady, fish species ete.) to RDFO-
FHM far'ceview. DPO-TIIM strongly discourages the usc of slrcans as a water source.

Hxtiaction of water via intake from any water body is prohibited under Section 30 of the
Fisheries Act unless the entrance of the intake is propetly screencd to prevent the entrainment of
fish. Reler to the I'reshwaler Intake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guideline (DFO 1995), which is
available upon request. No harm should come to fish during water removal as long as the
following mifigation measures are implemented:

s Fnsure that the holes in the screen are small enough that no fish of any size can pass through
" the-servenland into the intake.
The rate of water withdrawal should be such that fish do not become impinged on the screen.
Make corlain (hat the fish guard or screen is properly maintained, ina good state of
repair, wid is not removable except for renewal or repair.
»  During the time in which a renewal or repair is being conducted, the entrance of the
water intake must be closed in order to prevent the passage of [ish into the intake.

Depositing deloterious substances into fish bearing waters is prohibited as stated under
Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act. The following are additiopal measures to mitigate habitat
disturhsines or Joss a8 well as the deposition of deleterious suhstances.

r3

» - Sedunent and erosion control measures should be implemented prior to commencement of,
aied imaintained during the work to prevent sediment entry into (he water during a spring thaw,

¢ 1l cutings should be disposed of in a sump such that they da not enter any water body. The
use of hrodegradabie, sal free dilll addldves s cuocouaged over non-biodegradable ty pes.

% llor any drilling activitics, the proponent should ensure that the contractor undertaking (the drill
is prepared with a contingency plan covering the detection, control and handling of any
inadvertent dyilling Tluid migration.

s Scdiments [ron water used in the drilling process should be filtered out before Arhe waler is
discharged onto the surrounding landscape.

= All wastes, ditll cullings, sewage containments and fuel caches must be located'a minimum of
thitty (3{J) metres from the normal high water mark of any water body. Impermeable spill
mats or pl istic sheots as well as efficient containment berms should be incorponated into these
caches 1o ensure that contaminants do not enter walter bodics,

# Al nclivitics, including maintenance procedures and vehicular refuelling, should be controlled
to prevéat the entry of petroleum products, sediment, debris, rubble, or other deleterious
subslances into the water, Imperimeable spill mats, drip pans or olher measures to prevent
ground or ice contwnination should also be used when reluelling equipment on site. Tinsure
that veloelling activities are condocted at least thirty (30) metres away fram the normal high
water matk of any water body.

= 1lave avuilable an extra fuel storage container equal to or bigger than the size of the largest

luel coptainer. 'This container can be used to replace any existing container showing signs of

leakage. Cheek for container leaks on a daily basis and prepare any visible leaks immediately.

Hnsure it spill kits are readily available at all times.

#  All spills of ail, fuel, or other deleterious material should be reporied immediately to the 24-
limui ’cspm Lane ut (8G7) 920-8130.
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IFtlhe proposed wark is carried out as described in the plans provided to DFO-FHM and if the

additional miligation measures specilied above are implemented, the proposed work will not be
vonsidered us contravening Subscction 35(1) of the Fisherics Act which reads:

"No person shall carry on any work or underiaking that results in the harmful alteration,
Bean (&flfl.‘!! ras ‘101#”;/:1‘:0” nj‘f{nh habitas "

Therefore, an authorization under Subsection 35(2) of the Fisheries Act will nol be necessary. If a
haceaful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat and/or the deposition of deleterious
substances lllt()"tbll bearing waters occurs as a result of a change in the plans for the proposed
works of failure (o iniplement the additional mitigation measures specified above, prosecution
wuder Subsection 35(1) and/or Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act may be initiated.,

Ploase nole ﬁmlL thjs lotter ul advice duss tut 1eleas (he pruponicnt ol the responsibility for
obtaining any other permits that may be required under federal, provincial, territorial or municipal
legislation. DFO should be notified of any changes that have the potential to alTect [ish or fish
habitat.

Pieage note that this letter of advice will apply for the period of (he current lease. 1f you have any
questions concerning the mitigation measures or should there be any changes to llui proposed
wouk, please contact me at (867) 979-8016 or by fax at (867) 979-8039.

’.ml Cht 15!131)5}.41

Pish Habitat Biologist

Fisheries & Oceans Canada

Department of Fisheries and Oceans — Eastern Arctic Area

c.¢. Jorgen Komak, NIRE, [ax (867) 983-2574



