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Item: NWB2REP0305/Part B/Item 1

May 17, 2004






By Email

To:
Jeremy Howe, Logistics Co-ordinator

BHP Billiton Diamonds Inc.

1400 – 1111 West Georgia Street

Vancouver, BC  V6E 4M3

Email:  jeremy.j.howe@bhpbilliton.com

Subject:
Review of 2003 Annual Report for Water Licence NWB2REP0305 Activities 

Dear Mr. Howe,

The Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) has commenced its review of BHP Billiton Diamonds Incorporated’s (“Proponent”) 2003 Annual Report (“Report”), received December 16, 2003 for drilling activities authorized under Water Licence NWB2REP0305 (“Licence”).  

While the Report presents many salient items of interest for the regulators, some key information is missing from the NWB’s perspective.  Part B, Item 1 of Licence states that the annual report must contain the following information:

i.
A summary report of water use and waste disposal activities; 

ii.
A list of unauthorized discharges and a summary of follow-up actions taken;

iii.
Revisions to the Contingency Plan for Material Spills;

iv.
Progressive reclamation work undertaken;

From the NWB’s initial examination of the Report, it appears that the information requirements of the Licence have not been met in all cases.  Pursuant to item 1i); while an estimate of water consumption was presented in the Report, very little description was offered as to how waste water, generated from drilling, was disposed of.  How was solid waste generated at the site managed?  More information is requested on this item.  Pursuant to item 1ii); it is to be assumed that no unauthorized discharges occurred, even very small ones?  Items 1iii) and 1iv) also require a brief response.

In order for the NWB to complete its review of the Report, the Proponent is requested to address the above-cited information requirements.  A full revision of the Report is not required.  Instead, the Proponent is advised to submit an addendum which sequentially addresses the outstanding items that have been noted here.  

Any questions or concerns you have can be addressed to me at your convenience.

Yours truly,

Original signed by:

Dionne Filiatrault

Senior Technical Advisor

Nunavut Water Board

Cc:  Dave Hohnstein, NWB

