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February 26, 2003

Shirley Standaler Plister
DeBeers Canada Exploration Ine.
Suite 300 -- Scotia Centre

5102 50" Avenue

Yellowknile, NT X1A 358

WX (8G7) 706-7348

RIE: Exploralory Dinmend Drilling for Rockinghorse Property.

Dear Mrs. Plisler:
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This letter is to advise that The Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Fish Habital P?E‘T;.;;";ZE
Management (DFO-IF1IM) received Lthe project proposal information, submitted by fhe -*‘5-5:-.—(1[0—*
Nunavut Tinpact Review Bourd, for exploratory diamond drilling on the Rockinghorse -
Property. The proposed drilling program is in April and May of 2003. DIFO-IIIM’s LA
assessinent lakes into consideration primarily fish and fish habitat related concerns. 1 | OM |
have reviewed the plans for the proposed work. TA |

- . N o B8 ]
Operations in or near wuter may rosult in the harmul alteration, disruption or dettruction ST T
of fish habitat, whicli is prohibited under Section 35 of the Fisheries Ace. The (ollowing :
mitigation measures, along with mitigation measures indicated v the project propasal, ED
are intended Lo prevent any potentially harmf{ul impacls to fish and lish babitat, CEO

BRD

e Il artesian llow is cncountered, drill holes should be plugeed and pemancutly sealed EXT.

upon completion of tho project.

a Al disturbed arcas should be stabilized and re-vepetated as requircd, upon

completion of work, and restored (o a pre-disturbed state.

e No material should be lefl on the ice when there is potential for that material to enter

the water (i.c. spring break-up).

e 1f the drilling requires water in sufticient volume that the source waler body may e
drawn down please submil detuils (volume required, size of water body, (ish specics
cle.) to DFOQ-FLIM for review. DFO-FHM doces nol recompiend (he use of streuns 4s

a4 waler souree,
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Extraction of water via intake [rom any water body is prohibited under Section 30 of the
Fisheries Act unless the entrance of the intake is properly sereened to provent the
entrainment of {ish. Reler to the Freshwater Itake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guideling
(DIFO 1995), available upon request. No harm will come to [ish during water removal as
long as the following initigalion measures ate pursued.

e Bnsure that (he holes in the screen are small coouglh that no [ish of any size e pass
through the sereen and into the intake,

o Make certain that the fish guard or screen is properly maintained ina good aud
clficient state of repalr, and do not permit jts removal except [or renewal or repair,

¢ During the Lime in which a renewal or repair is being conducted, the enlrance of ifn:
waler infake must be closed in order to prevent the passage of Lish into the intasbe,

Depositing delelerious substances wto fish bearing walers is prohibited as stated undor
Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act. The following are additional measures o mitigale
habitat disturbanee or loss as well as the deposition of deleterious substances.

o  Sediment and erosion control measures should be implemented prior 1o, snd
maintained during the work to prevent scdiment entry into the water during A spring
thaw,

= Drill cultings should be disposed of in a sump such thal they do not erler tuy watee
body. "The use of biodegradable, salt free drill additives is encouraged over non-
biodegradable types.

o All wasles, drill cuttings, sewage containments and fucl caches must be located a
minimumn of (hirly (30) metres from the normal high waler mark of any watcr body.
Impermeable spill mats or plastic sheets as well as efficient containment bernns
should be incorporated into these caches to ensure that contmminants do not culer
waler bodies.

e Al activitics, including maintenance procedures and vehicular refuclling, shonld be
controlled 1o prevent the entry of petroleum products, sediment, debris, rubble, or
other defeterivus substances into the water,  Impermeable spill mats, drip pans or
other measures to prevent ground or ice contamination should also be uscd when
refuclling equipment on site. Ensure (hat refuclling activitics are conducted al Jenst
thirty (30) metres away {rom the normal high water mark of any water budy.

» If any fuel is to be brought to the campsite, have available an extra fuel storige
conlainer caual 1o or bigger than the size of the largest fucl comtainer, ‘Uhis conlainer
can be used to replace any exisling container showing signs of leakage. Check for
conlainer leaks on a daily basis and prepare any visible leaks inunediately. Iinswie
that spill kits are readily available at all times.

o All spills of oil, fucl, ur other delelerious material should be reported imnediately to
thie 24-TTour Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.
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I the proposed work is carried out as described in the plans provided o DFO-FHNM and if
the additional mitigution measures specified above are implemented, the proposed werk
will nol be considered as contravening Subscetion 35(1) of the Fisheries Act which reads:

“No person shall carry on any work or undertaking thet results in the
harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat.”

Therelore, an authorization under Subscetion 35(2) of the Fisheriex Act will not e
necessary. IE a harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat and/or the
deposition of deleterious substunces into fish bearing waters occurs us o result of &
change in the plans for the proposed works or failure to implement thie additional
mitigation ncasures specified above, prosecution under Subscection 35(1) andfor
Subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act may be iniliated.

Please note that this lelter of advice will apply for the period of the current lease. 11 yot
have any questions concerning the mitigation measures or should there be any chianges tn
the proposed work, please contact me at (867) 979-801 | or by fax at (867) 979-8039.

i)

Jeff Wilson
Habitat Management Coordinator
Department of Fisherics and Oceans — Eastern Arctic Arca

c.c. Gladys Joudrey, NIRB (02WR118), fax (867) 933-2574
Ihyllis Beaulieu, NW I (NWR2ROC0002), fax (867) 360-6309
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