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Nunggulaituliginikut Havakviat


Department of Sustainable Development


Ministre du Développement Durable


January 26, 2000

Rita Becker

Water Licensing Administrator

Nunavut Water Board

Gjoa Haven, Nunavut

Dear Rita:

I am writing you in response to your request for comments on the water license application from Cogema Resources Inc. (NWB2SIS9899).  The present application leaves several important questions unanswered and DSD feels that these questions should be adequately addressed before approval is given to the project:

· There is no indication of the quantity or type of fuel being transported from the camp back to Baker Lake (In the application it says non-applicable) which would be essential information in the case of a spill.

· There is no indication of a spill contingency plan and no evidence of any of the equipment being outfitted with spill containment and recovery equipment.

· In the use of large transport vehicles like the Deltas involves Glycol based anti-freeze.  These vehicles hold many gallons and it is highly toxic especially to carnivores.  The degree of its toxicity is greatly enhanced by its sweet taste.  In one instance I'm aware of in the south, a spill from one 
delta vehicle decimated fox trapping in the area for a full season.  This danger is almost never addressed in these land-use applications even though it is likely several times more dangerous to local wildlife than a small fuel spill and more frequent.

In response to this it would be good to see all vehicles carrying sealable drums into which any glycol spills could and would be shoveled and contained.  Another alternative would be to use non-toxic anti-freeze in all heavy equipment operating in wilderness areas.  These ideas have in fact, been successfully incorporated in heavy equipment operators in other areas, Churchill being one example.

· The transport activity should be completed between Jan. 1st and May 1st. 
· The application indicates a crossing of the Thelon River.  It should be brought to the proponents attention that  the Thelon River is one of three designated Canadian Heritage Rivers in Nunavut (designated 1989), and as such, is recognized by the community as important to cultural and natural heritage, recreation, and is a growing tourism resource in the region.  As such, the proponent should be asked to take great care when using the Thelon River water crossing.  

Sincerely,

Chris Nichols

Government of Nunavut, Iqaluit, NT. X0A 0H0   ( (867) 975-5900  ( (867) 975-5980


