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New NIRB File No.: 07EN024 
Old NIRB File No’s.: 05EN004 

03EN068 
New INAC File No.: N2007C0003 

Old INAC File No’s.: N2003C0020  
N2003C0021  
N2003C0022 

QIA File No.: Q05L3C01 
March 14, 2007               
 
Stornoway Diamond Corporation 
c/o Nicole Westcott 
860-625 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC V6C 2T6 
 
Via email: nwestcott@stornowaydiamonds.com  
 
RE:   Notice of Part 4 Screening for Stornoway’s Renewal of the Aviat Project Proposal – NIRB No.: 

07EN024 
 

Dear Nicole Westcott: 
 
On February 27, 2007 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) received Stornoway’s Aviat 
Project renewal proposal (Aviat Project) from Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), and on March 
14, 2007 NIRB received the same from the Qikiqtani Inuit Association. 
 

File History 
 
The original project proposal for the above-proposal activities was acknowledged by NIRB on May 7, 
2003 and screened in accordance with Part 4, Article 12 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement 
(NLCA). On June 10, 2003 NIRB issued a 12.4.4(a) screening decision to the Minister of INAC allowing 
the proposed exploration activities to proceed subject to specific terms and conditions (see Appendix 1). 
 
Further to this, on May 9, 2005 NIRB issued a 12.4.4(a) screening decision to the President of the 
Kivalliq Inuit Association for renewal of the proposed exploration activities occurring on Kivalliq Inuit 
Owned Lands. Of note is that the Stornoway Aviat project proposal currently in front of the Board does 
not involve activities on Kivalliq Inuit Owned lands.  
 

Part 4 Screening Information 
 
The Aviat Project is located on the Melville Peninsula, near the communities of Igloolik and Hall Beach. 
 
The Aviat Project renewal proposal involves the renewal of the following activities occurring between 
May and October of each year of the authorization(s): 
 

 Use of existing exploration camp on crown land – maximum population of 40 personnel 
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 Geological mapping, rock and till sampling, ground geophysical surveys, prospecting, land 
drilling, and on-ice drilling on crown and Inuit-Owned Lands (IOL) – supported by helicopter 
travel 

 Consumption of water and generation of wastes 
 Temporary storage of fuel at drill site locations and at camp-site 
 Daily incineration of combustible wastes; non-combustible wastes back-hauled to Igloolik for 

disposal 
 
This renewal proposal also involves two amendments (see correspondence dated March 13, 2007 from 
Nicole Westcott to Carolanne Inglis-McQuay) which result in a change to the original scope of the project 
and these amendments are: 
 

 Minor surface blasting of areas approximately 2 metres wide by 4 metres long 
 Trenching activities of areas approximately 3 metres wide, 5 metres long, and 1 metre deep using 

a mechanical device, such as a backhoe 
 
Pursuant to Part 4, Article 12 of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement (NLCA), NIRB shall proceed to 
screen the complete project proposal, including the amendment activities.   
 
All documents received and pertaining to this 2007 project proposal can be obtained from NIRB’s ftp site 
at ftp://ftp.nunavut.ca/nirb/NIRB_SCREENINGS/ACTIVE_SCREENINGS/ including: 
 

 Correspondence dated March 13, 2007 from Nicole Westcott to Carolanne Inglis-McQuay 
 Correspondence dated March 14, 2007 from Nicole Westcott to Carolanne Inglis-McQuay 
 Non-technical project proposal summary in English and Inuktitut 
 Camp Schematic 
 Indian and Northern Affairs Canada Application for Renewal of Land Use Permit 
 Qikiqtani Inuit Association Application for Renewal of Access to Inuit Owned Land 
 Abandonment and Restoration Plan – Aviat Project  
 Spill Contingency Plan – Aviat Project 
 Wildlife Monitoring Plan 
 Previous project information for NIRB File No.: 03EN068 
 Previous project information for NIRB File No.: 05EN004 

 
NIRB would also like to advise Parties that the use of water and deposition of waste associated with the 
project activities are subject to a current Nunavut Water Board (NWB) water license (NWB2SNN0508). 
Please note the conditions associated with this license (see Appendix 2). 
 
NIRB is copying interested Parties and municipalities most affected by Stornoway’s renewal proposal 
with this letter and we invite interested persons to comment directly to the NIRB by March 28, 2007.  
 
NIRB would like Parties to provide comments with respect to: 
 

 Whether the project proposal is likely to arouse significant public concern; and if so, why; 
 Whether the project proposal is likely to cause significant adverse eco-systemic and socio-

economic effects; and if so, why; 
 Whether the project is of a type where the potential adverse effects are highly predictable and 

mitigable with known technology, (please provide any recommended mitigation measures and/or 
proposed conditions); and 

 Any matter of importance to the Party related to the project proposal. 
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Comments may be submitted via email to NIRB’s Manager of Administration lpayette@nirb.nunavut.ca 
or via fax to 867-983-2594.  
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at cinglis@nirb.nunavut.ca or at 867-983-
4607. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Carolanne Inglis-McQuay 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 
Cc:  

Distribution List 
 Jeff Holwell – INAC (holwellj@inac.gc.ca) 
 Salamonie Shoo – Qikiqtani Inuit Association (landsadmin@qia.ca) 
 
Attachments: 
 Appendix 1 – June 10, 2003 Screening Decision – NIRB No.: 03EN068 
 Appendix 2 – Nunavut Water Board License No.: NWB2SNN0508 
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Appendix 1 
 

SCREENING DECISION 
 
June 10, 2003 
 
Mr. Robert Nault 
Min. for Indian and Northern Affairs 
Ottawa, ON 
 
Dear Mr. Minister: 
 
RE: Screening Decision of the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) on Application: 
        NIRB: #03EN068 DIAND: #N2002C0020, N2003C0021 & N2003C0022 
        Melville Project, Melville Peninsula, Apex Geoscience Ltd. 
 
Authority: 
 
Section 12.4.4 of the Nunavut Land Claim Agreement states: 
 
Upon receipt of a project proposal, NIRB shall screen the proposal and indicate to the Minister in writing 
that: 

a) the proposal may be processed without a review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend 
specific terms and conditions to be attached to any approval, reflecting the primary 
objectives set out in Section 12.2.5; 

b) the proposal requires review under Part 5 or 6; NIRB shall identify particular issues or 
concerns which should be considered in such a review; 

c) the proposal is insufficiently developed to permit proper screening, and should be returned 
to the proponent for clarification; or 

d) the potential adverse impacts of the proposal are so unacceptable that it should be modified 
or abandoned. 

 
Primary Objectives: 
 
The primary objectives of the Nunavut Land Claims Agreement are set out in section 12.2.5 of the Land 
Claims Agreement. This section reads: 
 
In carrying out its functions, the primary objectives of NIRB shall be at all times to protect and promote 
the existing and future well-being of the residents and communities of the Nunavut Settlement Area, and 
to protect the ecosystemic integrity of the Nunavut Settlement Area. NIRB shall take into account the 
well-being of the residents of Canada outside the Nunavut Settlement Area.  
The decision of the Board in this case is 12.4.4 (a) the proposal may be processed without a review 
under Part 5 or 6; NIRB may recommend specific terms and conditions to be attached to any 
approval, reflecting the primary objectives set out in Section 12.2.5; 
 
Reasons for Decision: 
 
NIRB’s decision is based on specific considerations that reflect the primary objectives of the Land Claims 
Agreement. Our considerations in making this decision included: 
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• storage and disposal of chemicals, fuel, garbage, sewage, and gray water, and impact of these on the 
ecosystem; 

• the impact of noise from helicopter and exploration activities and their disturbance to wildlife and 
traditional users of area; 

• the impact of campsite and equipment on terrain; 
• the impact of exploration activities on archaeological sites or cultural landmarks in the area; and 
• clean up/restoration of the camp site upon abandonment. 
 
Terms and Conditions: 
 
That the terms and conditions attached to this screening report will apply. 
 
Drill Sites 
 

1. The Licensee shall not conduct any land based drilling within thirty-one (31) metres of the 
normal high water mark of a water body. 

2. The Licensee shall not use drilling muds or additives in connection with drill holes unless they 
are recirculated or contained such that they do not enter the water, or are certified to be non-toxic. 

3. The Licensee shall ensure that any drill cuttings and waste water that cannot be re-circulated be 
disposed of in a properly constructed sump or an appropriate natural depression that does not 
drain into a waterbody. 

4.  The Licensee shall ensure that drilling wastes do not enter any water body. The use of 
biodegradable, salt free drill additives is encouraged over non-biodegradable types. 

5. The Licensee shall ensure that the release of total suspended solids in the receiving environment 
shall be in compliance with Guidelines for Total Suspended Solids contained in the Canadian 
Council of Ministers for the Environment’s (CCME) Canadian Water Quality  Guidelines, 
Chapter 3 - Freshwater Aquatic Life (i.e. 10mg/L for lakes with background level under 
100mg/L, or 10% for those above 100mg/L). 

6. The Licensee shall ensure that the sump/depression capacity is sufficient to accommodate the 
volume of waste water and any fines that are produced so that there will be no additional impacts. 

7. The Licensee shall not locate any sump within thirty-one (31) metres of the normal high water 
mark of any water body. 

8. The Licensee shall ensure that disturbance of vegetation from deposit of drill fluids/cuttings is 
restricted to the area of the sump and the ground prepared for revegetation upon abandonment. 

9. The Licensee shall, where flowing water from bore holes is encountered, plug, the bore hole in 
such a manner as to permanently prevent any further outflow of water. The occurrence shall be 
reported to the Nunavut Water Board and Land Use Inspector within 48 hours. 

 
Fuel Storage 
 

10. The Licensee shall ensure that fuel storage containers are not located within thirty-one (31) 
metres of the ordinary high water mark of any body of water.  

11. The Licensee shall ensure that any chemicals, fuels or wastes associated with the project do not 
spread to the surrounding lands or enter into any water body. 

12. The Licensee shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent the possibility of migration of 
spilled petroleum fuel or chemicals over the ground surface.   

13. The Licensee shall examine all fuel and chemical storage containers daily for leaks. All leaks 
should be prepared immediately. 

14. The Licensee shall seal all container outlets except the outlet currently in use. 
15. The Licensee shall mark all fuel containers with the Licensee’s name. 
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16. The Licensee shall have an approved emergency response and spill contingency plans in place 
prior to the commencement of the operation. 

17. The Licensee shall immediately report all spills of petroleum and hazardous chemicals to the 
twenty four (24) hour spill report line at (867) 920-8130. 

 
Water 
 

18. The Licensee shall ensure that all water intake hoses are equipped with a screen with an 
appropriate mesh size to ensure that there is no entrapment of fish. 

 
Waste Disposal 
 

19. The Licensee shall not discharge or deposit any refuse substances or other waste materials in any 
body of water, or on the banks thereof, which will impair the quality of the waters of the natural 
environment. 

20. The Lessee shall not bury any metal wastes. 
21. The Licensee shall keep all garbage and debris in a covered metal container until disposed of. 
22. The Licensee shall ensure that all wastes generated through the course of the operation are 

backhauled and disposed of in an approved dumpsite.  
 
Wildlife 
 

23. The Licensee shall ensure that there is no damage to wildlife habitat in conducting this operation. 
24. The Licensee shall not feed wildlife. 
25. The Licensee shall not hunt or fish, unless the appropriate permits and licenses are acquired from 

a GN Renewable Resources Officer. 
26. The Licensee shall make every effort to prevent the unintentional harassment of polar bears, 

caribou, muskox and nesting or molting waterfowl at all times. It is an offense under the Wildlife 
Act to harass wildlife. 

27. The Licensee shall ensure that aircraft pilots adhere to recommended flight altitudes of greater 
than 300 m above ground level as to not disturb wildlife. 

28. The Licensee shall ensure that the drill sites avoid known environmentally sensitive areas 
(denning, nesting etc.) by a minimum of 250 metres.  

29. The Licensee shall ensure compliance with Section 36 of the Fisheries Act which requires that no 
person shall deposit or permit the deposit of a deleterious substance on any type in water 
frequented by fish or in any place under any conditions where the deleterious substance may enter 
such a water body. 

30. The harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat is prohibited under Section 35 of 
the Fisheries Act. No construction or disturbance of any stream/lake bed or banks of any 
definable watercourse is permitted unless authorized by DFO.  

 
Environmental 
 

31. The Licensee shall ensure that the land use area is kept clean and tidy at all times. 
32. The Licensee shall prepare the site in such a manner as to prevent rutting of the ground surface.  
33. The Licensee shall be required to undertake any corrective measures in the event of any damage 

to the land or water as a result of the Licensee’s operation. 
 
Archaeological Sites 
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34. The Licensee shall follow all terms and conditions for the protection and restoration of 
archaeological resources as outlined by the Department of Culture, Language, Elders and Youths 
(CLEY) in attached letter. 

 
Reclamation 
 

35. The Licensee shall remove all scrap metal, discarded machinery and parts, barrels and kegs, 
buildings and building material upon abandonment. 

36. The Licensee shall complete all clean-up and restoration of the lands used prior to the expiry date 
of the permit.  

 
Other Recommendations 
 
1. NIRB would like to encourage the proponent to hire local people and services, to the extent 

possible. 
2. NIRB strongly advises proponents to consult with local residents regarding their activities in the 

region. 
3. Any amendment requests deemed by NIRB to be outside the original scope of the project will be 

considered a new project. 
 
Validity of Land Claims Agreement 
 
Section 2.12.2 
Where there is any inconsistency or conflict between any federal, territorial and local government laws, 
and the Agreement, the Agreement shall prevail to the extent of the inconsistency or conflict. 
 

Dated 
 at Arviat, NU 

 
          __________________________ 

 Elizabeth Copland, Chairperson 
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Appendix 2  
Nunavut Water Board License No.: NWB2SNN0508 

 


































