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RE: NIRB File # 021EN100, Campsite and Diamond Drilling, Tahoe Y.ake area,

Nanaval.

Drear Mr. Gill:

This letter is to advise that The Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Fish Habitat
Management (DFO-IFHM) received the project proposal, submitied by the Nunavut Impact
Review Board for exploratory drilling in the Tahoc Lake area. The proposed project leng(h
is July 11 2002 through to the end of 2002, During this time, twenty drill holes proposed
on 15 targets will be drilling for diamonds, and also a temporary campsite will be
established. DEFO-FHM’s assessment takes into consideration prinuirily fish and fish
habitat related concerns. I'have reviewed the plans for the proposed work.

Operations in or near water may result in the harmful altcration, disruption or destruction
of fish liabitat, whicli is prohibitcd under Section 35 of the Fisheries Act. The {ollowing
mitigation measures, along with mitigation measures indicated in the project proposal,
are intended to prevent any polentially harmful impacts to fish and fish habitat:

o [ aresian flow is cncountered, drill holes should be plugped and permanently scaled

upon completion of the project.

¢ Al disturbed arcas should be stabilized and re-vegetated as requircd, upon
completion of work, and restored to a pre-disturbed state.

¢  No material should be lefl on the ice when there is polential for that material to enter

the water (i.e. spring break-up).

o [ the drilling requires water in sufficient volume that the source walerbody nuay be
druwn down please submit details (volume required, size of waterbody, cte.) to DFO-
FHM for review. DFO-FHIM does not recommend the usc of streams as a water

souree.
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o All water intakes should be properly screened to prevent the enteainment of fish.
Reler to the Freshwater Intake End-of-Pipe Fish Screen Guideline (DFO 1995),
available on request,

Depositing deleterions substances into fish bearing waters is prohibited as stated under
subsection 36(3) ol the Fisheries Act. The following are additionat measures to mitigate
habitat disturbance or loss as well as the deposition of deleterions substances.,

v Sediment and erosion control measures should be implemented prior o, and
mainlained during the work Lo prevent sediment entry into the water during a spring
thaw,

o All wasles, drill cutlings, sewage containments, and fuel caches should be located a
mwinimum of thirty (30) metres from the normal high water mark of any water body,
and be sufficiently bermed or otherwise contained o cnsure that these substances do
not enler any water body.

»  Drill enttings should be disposed of in a sump such that they do not enter any water
body. The use of biodegradable, salt free drill additives is encouraged over non-
biodegradable types.

v Al activitics, including maintenance procedures and reluelling, should be controlled
to prevent the entry of petroleum products or other deletcrious substances into the
water.

o All spills of oil, fucl, or other deleterious material should be reported immmediately to
the 24-Hour Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.

Il the proposed wark is carried out as deseribed in the plans provided to DEO-FHM and if
the additional mitigation measures specified above are implemented, the proposed work
will not be considered as contravening Subscction 35(1) of the Fisheries Act which reads:

“No person shall carry on any work or undertaking that resulys in the
haruiful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat.”

Therefore, an anthorization under Subscetion 35(2) of the Fisheries Act will not be
necessary. 1f a harmful alteration, disruplion or destruction of fish habitat and/or the
dizposition of deleterious substances into fish bearing waters occurs as a result of 4
change in the plans for the proposed works or failure to implement the additional
mitigation measures specificd above, prosecution under Subsection 35(1) and/or
Subscction 36(3) of the Fisheries Act may be initiated.

11 you have any questions concerning the mitigation measures or should there be any

chimges Lo the proposed work, please contact me at (867) 979-8007 or by {ax at (867)
979-8039.

Jordun DeCiroot
Arca Habitat Riologist
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Tish Habitat Management
Department of Fisherics and Oceans- Eastern Arclic Arca

c.¢. Gladys Joudrey-Nunavut Impact Review Board
Rita Becker-T.icensing Administrator, NWR
Ipeelee Ttorcheak- A/C&P Field Supervisor
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