NWB File No: NWB1LUP00—and NWB2ULU00—

November 17, 1999

Mr. Joe Ahmad

Executive Director

Nunavut Impact Review Board

Cambridge Bay, NU  X0E 0C0

Subject: Echo Bay Mines Ltd, Lupin & Ulu Exploration Program – Screening 

Completion Date

We received your screening decision for the Lupin Gold Mine Project on November 17, 1999. Thank you.  On October 8, 1999, the application for screening of the Ulu licence renewal was sent to your office. The Nunavut Water Board is hoping to process both licences at the same time to save time and money with regards to a public hearing.

Both of the above licences expire on May 31, 2000.  In order for the Nunavut Water Board to be able to issue renewed licences by this day, we estimate that a public hearing will need to be held no later than March 15th.  The public would need at least 60 days notification of the hearing. The Water Board would prefer to let the public know by the middle of December.  As well, the Water Board is having a meeting around December 10, 1999 and would like to discuss the issue of these two licences at that time.

We were wondering if there is a possibility of receiving the NIRB screening for the Ulu Project prior to the end of November.  If there is information you need to help reach this request, please do not hesitate to contract our office.  Your understanding is much appreciated.

Sincerely,

Rita Becker

Licensing Administrator

