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Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) Mandate & Legislation

• The mandate of the Fish and Fish Habitat 
Protection Program is to protect all fish and 
fish habitat in Canada

• Fisheries Act Sections 34.4 and 35

o Prohibit the death of fish and harmful 
alteration, disruption or destruction of 
fish habitat (HADD)

• Species at Risk Act – protect, recover, and 
conserve all listed aquatic species

• Fisheries Act Authorization

o Allows death of fish or HADD (with 
conditions)

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ (DFO) 
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒃᓴᖕᒋᑦ ᒪᓕᒐᖕᒋᓪᓗ

• ᑎᓕᔭᐅᓯᒪᔾᔪᑎᒋᔭᖕᒐ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓇᔪᒐᖕᒋᑦ
ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓇᔪᒐᖕᒋᑦ
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ

• ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᐅᑉ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᓂᖕᒋᑦ 34.4 ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 
35

o ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᑐᖁᕋᖅᑕᐅᖁᓇᒋᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ
ᓴᕋᒃᑎᕆᑦᑕᐃᓕᓗᑎᒃ, ᐸᒡᕕᓴᖖᒋᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ
ᓱᕋᒃᑎᖖᒋᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᓂᒋᕙᒃᑕᖕᒋᑦ 
(HADD)

• ᓂᕐᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᕐᓇᖅᑐᒦᓕᖅᑐᓄᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᖅ – ᓴᐳᑎᓗᒋᑦ, 
ᐅᑎᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ, ᐱᐅᖅᓱᐊᕐᓗᒋᓪᓗ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓕᒫᑦ
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᑦ

• ᐃᖃᓗᓕᕆᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᖁᔭᕐᒧᑦ ᐱᔪᓐᓇᖅᑎᑕᐅᓂᖅ
o ᑐᖁᑕᐃᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ HADD 

(ᒪᓕᒋᐊᖃᖅᑎᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂ)



WL Amendment – DFO Technical Comments
WL ᐋᖅᑭᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓂᖕᒐ – ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ (DFO) ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᖕᒋᓐᓄᑦ
ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ

• Request for Type A Water 
Licence Renewal and 
Amendment for City of Iqaluit

• DFO completed a technical 
review focused on concerns 
related to fish and fish habitat

• Six technical comments 
submitted by DFO

• ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑎ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖕᒐ A ᐃᒪᕐᒧᑦ
ᓚᐃᓴᓐᓯᒧᑦ ᓄᑖᖖᒍᕆᐊᕈᑎ
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᒋᐊᖅᓯᓂᕐᓗ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒃᑯᓐᓄᑦ
ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ

• ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐱᔭᕇᖅᓯᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᕿᒥᕐᕈᓂᕐᒥᒃ
ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᓪᓗᐊᑕᖅᑐᑎᒃ ᐃᓱᒫᓘᑕᐅᔪᓂᒃ
ᐊᒃᑐᐊᓂᓕᖕᓂᒃ ᐃᖃᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᓂᒋᕙᒃᑕᖕᒋᓐᓂᒃ

• ᐱᖕᒐᓲᔪᖅᑐᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᔾᔪᑎᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ
ᑐᓐᓂᖅᑯᑕᐅᔪᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓐᓂ



Comment # DFO-TR-01

DFO recommended the City use a 50 kPa 
overpressure limit near fish bearing waters, 
blast modelling and monitoring plans to verify 
that impacts are avoided or minimized

Status: Resolved

The City has agreed to:

• Use overpressure limit, and

• Engage with DFO for any proposed 
blasting near fish bearing waters

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ # DFO-TR-01

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᖁᔨᔪᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒃᑯᓐᓂᑦ 50 kPa 
ᐳᓪᓚᖃᓗᐊᕐᓂᖕᒐᓄᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᒋᑎᑕᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖕᒐᓂ
ᐃᖃᓗᖃᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒪᖕᒋᓐᓂ, ᖄᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᔪᓕᐅᕆᓂᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᐸᕐᓇᐅᑎᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᑦ
ᓱᖁᑎᒃᓴᖖᒋᒃᑲᓗᐊᕐᒪᖕᒑᑕ ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ
ᒥᑭᓪᓕᒋᐊᖅᑎᑕᐅᒐᓗᐊᕐᒪᖕᒑᑕ

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ

ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖕᒋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ:

• ᐊᑐᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐳᓪᓚᖃᓗᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑭᒡᓕᒋᔭᐅᔪᒥᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ

• ᐱᓕᕆᖃᑎᒋᓗᒋᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᓄᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅ
ᖄᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖕᒋᓐᓂ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ
ᐃᒪᖕᒋᓐᓂ



Comment # DFO-TR-02

DFO requested the following information on water 
withdrawals from Apex (Niaqunguk) River:

• Field monitoring, 

• Hydraulic modelling, and 

• Contingency measures

Status: Resolved in Part

• The City has agreed to conduct field 
monitoring and develop contingency 
measures

• Discussions on hydraulic modelling can 
continue in the DFO process

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ # DFO-TR-02

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖕᒐ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒃᓴᒃᓴᓂᒃ
ᓂᐊᖁᖖᒎᑉ ᑰᖕᒐᓂ ᐃᒪᖅᑕᕋᖃᑦᑕᕐᓂᖕᒋᓐᓂᒃ (ᓂᐊᖁᖖᒎ):

• ᓯᓚᒥ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᕐᓂᖅ, 

• ᐃᒪᐅᑉ ᐊᐅᓚᓂᖕᒐᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᔪᓕᐅᕆᓂᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

• ᐅᐸᓗᖕᒐᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᔾᔪᑎᑦ

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ: ᐃᓚᖕᒐᒍᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ

• ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖕᒋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖃᑦᑕᕈᒪᓪᓗᑎᒃ
ᐋᖅᑭᒃᓱᐃᓗᑎᓪᓗ ᐅᐸᓗᖕᒐᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᔾᔪᑎᓂᒃ

• ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᖅ ᐃᒪᐅᑉ ᐃᒪᖕᒐᓄᑦ ᐋᖅᑭᐅᒪᔪᓕᕆᓂᖅ
ᑲᔪᓯᒍᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ
ᐱᓕᕆᕙᓪᓕᐊᓂᖕᒋᓐᓄᑦ



Comment # DFO-TR-03

DFO requested the following information on water 
withdrawals from Lake Qikiqtalik:

• Demonstrate that the withdrawal rates would not 
affect outlet flow conditions and worsen existing 
barriers to fish passage,

• Provide details on potential shoreline changes,

• Confirm field monitoring of lake habitat would be 
conducted, and

• Develop contingency measures

Status: Resolved 

• Water withdrawal to only occur during freshet and 
lake water elevation not permitted to go below 
203.3 m 

• The City has agreed to:
• Assess if impacts are anticipated in lake 

habitat
• Develop monitoring plans of the lake and 

outflow areas, and 
• Develop contingency measures.

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ # DFO-TR-03

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑐᒃᓯᕋᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᑯᓂᖕᒐ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒐᒃᓴᓂᒃ
ᐃᒪᖅᑕᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᓯᕐᒥᒃ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓕᖕᒥ:

• ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᒪᐃᔭᐃᓂᖅ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᒐᔭᖖᒋᓐᓂᖕᒐᓂᒃ
ᐃᖕᒋᕐᕋᓂᖕᒐᓂᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᒋᕙᒃᑕᖕᒋᓐᓂᒃ,

• ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᓯᒡᔭᐃᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᖅᑕᕐᓂᖕᒋᑦ,

• ᓇᓗᓇᐃᕐᓗᒍ ᓯᓚᒥ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᕐᓂᖅ ᑕᓯᕐᓂᒃ
ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖕᒍᔪᓐᓇᕐᓂᖕᒋᓐᓂᒃ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ

• ᐅᐸᓗᖕᒐᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᔾᔪᑎᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᒃ

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒋᑦ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ 

• ᐃᒥᖅᑕᕐᕕᒃᓴᐅᔪᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᐅᒃᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᑕᓯᕐᓗ
ᖁᕝᕙᓯᓐᓂᖕᒐ 203.3-ᒦᑕᒦᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

• ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖕᒋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ:
• ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᓂᕆᐅᒋᔭᐅᖕᒪᖕᒑᑕ
ᑕᓯᕐᓂᑦ

• ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᕈᑎᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᑦ ᐱᕙᒌᔭᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᒃ ᑕᓯᕐᒧᑦ
ᑰᒡᕕᐅᕙᒃᑐᓄᓪᓗ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

• ᐅᐸᓗᖕᒐᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᔾᔪᑎᓕᐅᕐᓗᑎᒃ.



Comment # DFO-TR-04

DFO recommended Part D, Condition 10 be 
retained in full within Condition 1, or be 
retained as Condition 10.

Status: Resolved

• The City has reinstated Condition 10 and 
expanded it to include Lake Qikiqtalik.

“10. If, at any time, Fisheries and Oceans Canada advises the 

Licensee that due to potential effects on fish or fish habitat the 

withdrawals from the Niaqunguk River (Apex River) or Lake 

Qikiqtalik are no longer acceptable, the withdrawals must 

cease until Fisheries and Oceans Canada indicates that the 

withdrawals can resume.”

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᑦ # DFO-TR-04

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔨᔪᑦ ᐃᓚᖕᒐ D-ᒥᑦ, 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ 10 ᐱᓯᒪᔭᐅᓗᓂ ᐊᑕᖕᒋᕐᓗᒍ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ
1-ᒥ, ᐱᓯᒪᔭᐅᓗᓂᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ 10-ᒥ.

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ

• ᓄᓇᓕᐸᐅᔭᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖅᑎᑦᑎᒃᑲᓐᓂᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ 10-ᒥᒃ ᐊᖕᒋᓪᓕᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓂᓗ
ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᖁᓪᓗᒍ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃ.

“10. ᖃᖕᒐᑐᐃᓐᓇᑦᑎᐊᖅ, ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᐅᖃᐅᔾᔨᔪᑦ
ᓚᐃᓴᓐᓯᖃᖅᑏᑦ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᔾᔪᑕᐅᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᖃᕐᓂᖕᒋᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐃᓂᒋᕙᒃᑕᖕᒋᑦ ᓂᐊᖁᖖᒎ ᑰᖕᒐᓂ
ᐃᒥᖅᑕᖅᑐᖃᖅᐸ (ᓂᐊᖁᖖᒎᑉ ᑰᖕᒐ) ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑕᓯᖅ ᕿᑭᖅᑕᓕᒃ
ᓈᒻᒪᒍᓐᓃᖅᐸᑦ, ᐃᒥᖅᑕᕐᓂᖅ ᓄᖅᑲᖅᑎᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓕᒃ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ
ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᒃᐸᑦ ᑲᔪᓯᔪᓐᓇᖅᓯᓇᓱᓐᓂᖕᒐᓂᒃ.”



Comment # DFO-TR-05

DFO recommended that information 
requested in DFO-03 be used to inform the 
water withdrawal condition to be developed 
for Part D, Condition 1

Status: Resolved

• Water withdrawals to stop when lake 
elevation reaches 203.3 m elevation 
during freshet has been added to the 
draft licence.

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖅ # DFO-TR-05

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᑐᓕᖁᔨᔪᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᒐᒃᓴᓂᑦ
ᑐᒃᓯᕋᐅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ DFO-03-ᒥ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ
ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᔾᔪᑕᐅᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᒥᖅᑕᕐᓂᖅ
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᕆᔭᐅᔪᒥᒃ ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᒃᓴᒥᒃ ᐃᓚᖕᒐ D-ᒧᑦ, 
ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒐ 1

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓕᕐᓂᖕᒐ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ

• ᐃᒥᖅᑕᕆᐊᖃᕈᓐᓃᕋᔭᖅᑐᑦ ᐃᒪᖕᒐ 203.3 
ᒦᑕᓅᖅᐸᑦ ᐊᐅᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᑎᓪᓗᒍ
ᐃᓚᓕᐅᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑕᐅᒋᐊᕐᖕᒐᖅᓯᒪᔪᒧᑦ
ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᒧᑦ.



Comment # DFO-TR-06

DFO recommends monitoring and 
contingency requirements be added to Part I 
of the Licence.

Status: Resolved

• Discussions lead to an agreement for 
monitoring and contingency plans to be 
part of the DFO process. 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᖅ # DFO-TR-06

ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖃᑦᑕᖁᔨᔪᑦ 
ᐅᐸᓗᖕᒐᐃᔭᖅᓯᔾᔪᑎᓂᓪᓗ ᐃᓚᔭᐅᖁᔨᓪᓗᑎᒃ 
ᐃᓚᖕᒐᓂ I ᐱᔪᓐᓇᐅᑎᒥᑦ.

ᖃᓄᐃᓕᖕᒐᓂᖕᒋᑦ: ᐋᖅᑭᒃᑕᐅᔪᖅ

• ᐅᖃᖃᑎᒌᖕᓂᐅᔪᑦ ᑐᕌᖅᑎᑦᑎᕙᒃᐳᑦ
ᐊᖕᒋᖃᑎᒌᒍᑎᓂᒃ ᓇᐅᑦᑎᖅᓱᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᐅᐸᓗᖕᒐᐃᔭᖅᓯᒪᓂᕐᒧᓪᓗ ᐱᕙᒌᔭᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ
ᐃᓚᒋᔭᐅᓂᐊᕐᓗᑎᒃ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ
ᑲᔪᓯᓂᕆᕙᒃᑕᖕᒋᓐᓄᑦ. 



Questions & Feedback
ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᒃᓴᓪᓗ

Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Arctic Region
Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program
ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ - ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ
ᐃᖃᓗᐃᑦ ᓇᔪᒐᖕᒋᑦ ᓴᐳᔾᔭᐅᓯᒪᓂᖕᒋᓐᓄᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖅ

Email: Jennifer.Loughery@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
ᐃᕐᖕᒌᓐᓈᖅᑕᐅᑦ: Jennifer.Loughery@dfo-mpo.gc.ca

Thank you

mailto:Jennifer.Loughery@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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