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P.O. Box 119


Gjoa Haven, NU X0B 1J0               kNK5 wmoEp5 vtmpq

Tel: (867) 360-6338
Nunavut Water Board
Fax: (867) 360-6369
NUNAVUT IMALIRIYIN KATIMAYINGI

August 5, 2003






NWB File # NWB3IQA0103
Mr. Brad Sokach

Director of Engineering

City of Iqaluit

Box 460

Iqaluit, NU X0A 0H0

Subject:

Notification of Modification 




Water Licence NWB31QA0103

Dear Mr. Sokach:

Thank you for your letter of July 19, 2003 notifying the Nunavut Water Board (“NWB”) of the Town of Iqaluit’s proposed modifications to the municipality’s water treatment plant, as required under the above-noted licence.  

You will recall that on August 13, 2001, the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (“Minister”) decided not to approve Licence NWB3IQA0103. The Minister’s decision prompted Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated (“NTI”) to file an application in Federal Court to set aside the Minister’s decision on the grounds that the Minister did not have the power to grant or withhold approval of a licence issued by the NWB.  Following that application for judicial review, the NWB informed the City of Iqaluit that it would adjourn the Iqaluit hearing and the processing of any issue contemplated under the Town’s Water license, including amendment requests, until the Federal Court proceeding were complete.  On May 26, 2003, the Honourable Madam Justice Judith Snider, of the Federal Court of Canada, Trial Division, heard the case and decided to dismiss NTI’s application (Docket T-1628-01/Citation 2003 FCT654). 

We are aware that on June 25, 2003, NTI filed an appeal to the Federal Court of Appeal to set aside the Order of Madam Justice Judith Snider and the August 13, 2001 decision of the Minister (Federal Court of Appeal, Court File No. A-293-03). Regardless of the outcome of the appeal, we conclude at this time that in light of Madam Justice Snider’s Order, the Minister’s decision not to approve Water Licence NWB31QA0103 stands, and that as a result, Licence NWB31QA0103 is not valid. Consequently, the Town of Iqaluit should now file a new application for a water licence. 

If you have any question, please write to the undersigned.

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

Philippe di Pizzo (exec@nwb.nunavut.ca)

Executive Director

cc.
Honourable Robert D. Nault, Minister of DIAND
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