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University at Buffalo and University of Colorado – spill contingency plan for the joint Baffin Island climate change project

The joint field program from the University at Buffalo and University of Colorado will take place at several camps across Baffin Island.  Spring camps will be accessed by snow mobile.  Summer camps will be accessed by Helicopter or by boat.  The following types of fuel will be used on site: gasoline at the skidoo- and boat-based camps (stored in red 6L jerry cans).  No aviation fuel will be stored on site.  This document outlines the organization of the response, the plan for initial response and reporting procedures in the event of a significant spill.

Response Organization:

The people on site will assess the spill situation and contact the field leader and provide all information about the spill.  Upon receiving this information, the field leader will act according to the following procedure:

1.  Evaluate the scale of the spill.

2.  Activate initial response plan.

3.  Assemble spill response team and direct them in implementing the spill response plan including containment, recovery (if possible), remediation and disposal.

4.  Call the NWT 24 hr spill line at (867) 920-8130 as soon as possible.  A Spill Report Form will be faxed to (867) 873-6924 at the earliest convenience.

5.  Gather relevant information and submit a detailed spill report to the regulatory agencies at earliest convenience.

Initial Response Plan:

The first person at the site will ensure safety of him/herself and those nearby.  Next the person will notify the field leader.

If possible and safety permits, gasoline spills will be stopped and ignition sources will be removed.  No smoking is permitted when responding to a gasoline spill.  Absorbent materials will be used to soak up the spill.  All heavily contaminated materials (snow/ice, soils, clean up supplies) will be stored in closed, labeled containers, and containers will be stored in ventilated areas away from people and ignition sources.

Reporting Procedure:

1.  Fill out spill report form as completely as possible.

2.  Report the spill on the spill report line.

3.  Follow up by fax, contacting the local RCMP if needed, and notify the Water Resources Inspector.

Spill Kit:

Absorbent matting and plastic (sealable) baggies.
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