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Plant will purnj/ salt water for commumty
GJOA HAVEN

by Kevin Wilson

Northern News Services
Uqsugtuug/Gjoa Haven

After more than 20 years of .
clean,
clear water will soon flow,

government negiect,

from Gjoa Haven's taps.
Starting in 2004, a state-of-
the-art desalination plant has

been approved. Desalination is -
a process which removes the

salt from seawater. The rela-
lively new technology is séen
mare commonly n desert
areas such as the Middle East.

For residents of Gjoa

~="aven tired of worms in their

.inking water, it’s not a
MOment too soon. . ... __

“Our community has been
neglected for too Jong,” said
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Gjoa Haven's mayor, Joseph we fieed 1 more business appor-
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of Community commumty ing. ..
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munity’s water * the Jowest of the

problems.

In the cnd. “we chow ‘the

cheapest one,” Aglukkagq said.
Aglukkaq-noted that Gjoa
Haven has a chronic housing
shortage, and inadequate com-
munity learning facilities. He
'he hopes the money saved
- selecting the cheaper option
or: water will be used 1o reme-
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13 options pre-
sented to Gjoa Haven. Howev-
“desalination plants are
more expensive to operate and
maintain.” Still, Sitland said
that over the 20-year life cycle
of the proposed plant, it will
still be cheaper.
The various other options
involved the only two usable

‘idts af bl’ubber’

68°38'N, 85°52W. 142 ar
km SW of Spence Bay, 1056

air km NE of Yellowknife. On
a namow inlet on the southr

east coast of King William

Isiand off the malnland Arctic

Coast. i

1996 population 879
Fishing,
hunting, tourtsm, cannng,

handlcrafts §

- lakes within 10 kilometres of
the commumty Sitland said a

. road would have beer built to
" the Take site Tor trucks to fill

up, or a pipeline built, "
- What’s more, there must be

" a usable volime of water kept

near the hamlet for firefight-
- Sitland said that as soon as

" the government gets official

confirmation  from  Gjoa
Haven that it wants to proceed
w1th the desalination option,
-“we can close the books on the
planning” and start prepating
for construction, Inkcly next
 sumrmer.

Gjoa Haven'’s water suppiy
has been a-problem for more
than ‘two decades. Most
recently, Gjoa Haven's 1,100
residents had to contend with
parasitic larvae in their drink-
ing water. The bugs did not
pose a health hazard, but were
large enough to see with the
naked eye.
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