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Ministére des Services Communautaires et gouvernementaux

Date: October 07, 2014
To: Andrew Keim, Inspector, Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC)
From: Kevin Niptanatiak, Regional Director, Community and Government Services (CGS)

Re: Response to AANDC Inspector’s Direction report dated August 26" 2014. Measures to be Taken - Item d

Location: Gjoa Haven, NU

GN Project # 10-4008 — Gjoa Haven Waste Treatment Facilities

Mr. Keim,

This is a response to the letter of direction the Government of Nunavut (GN) received from Aboriginal and Northern
Affairs Canada (AANDC) dated 26™ August 2014 on the subject project, specifically part D of that letter. The other
parts of the response have been addressed in our previous correspondence. Specifically, the items from the letter of
direction are;

(d) To develop and submit a report to me, Andrew Keim, or a successor AANDC

Water Resources Officer, in writing, no later than October 1, 2014 on the Government of Nunavut’ s Plan
to address this further occurrence of Non-compliance in a community already under an earlier Direction to
achieve compliance with an issued Water License.

a. This plan shall specify the proposed method to manage the Sewage and Wastewater effluent
and/or the planned works to be undertaken at the Gjoa Haven Community Sewage Lagoon
and shall include a detailed chronology of the short and long term progress, measures and
activities that have and will be taken and provide dates when each progress measure and
activity was initiated and concluded such that the Gjoa Haven Community Sewage Lagoon
may be reclaimed and all deposits of waste will be compliant with the Water Licence (as it
may be amended, renewed or replaced from time to time), and the Act.

The GN has implemented the following actions to respond to the direction above.

1. The community will only use the new lagoon for waste water disposal. This lagoon was completed and
commissioned in September 2013. The effluent from the lagoon will be discharged on an annual basis to
the current effluent discharge location.

2. Itis understood that the new lagoon is not specifically identified in the existing community Water Licence.
The Community will submit the required Water Licence Amendment documentation prior to January 31,
2015 for review and approval by the Nunavut Water Board.

3. The Abandonment and restoration plan for the old lagoon is currently being amended and will be submitted
to the Nunavut Water Board (NWB) for review and approval no later than October 14", 2015. The
revisions will take into account comments received from AANDC and NWB.

4. The GN has budgeted funding for the intended works that are described in the Abandonment and
Restoration (A&R) plan of the old lagoon. These works will be completed after the plan is approved by the
NWAB in the spring, summer and fall of 2015. While the final A&R plan needs to be approved by the NWB
prior to implementation, it is expected that the A&R plan will include;
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a. Repatriation of the materials used from the berms of the old lagoon for the road works;
b. Monitoring of the remaining effluent in the old lagoon, and release of effluent meeting the current
Water Licence requirements;
c. Consolidation and entombment of the remaining sludge in the old lagoon;
d. Area grading to prevent ponding water;
e. Long term monitoring of the restored site.
5. Training of the Hamlet staff in 2015 on the operation of the discharge system for the new lagoon.
6. Training of the Hamlet staff in 2015 on the effluent sampling and downstream monitoring requirements for
the new lagoon and the restored old lagoon.

In addition to the above actions, the GN will complete a review of outstanding Water Licence requirements and will
continue to work with the community in addressing any deficiencies in reporting requirements.

For reference please find attached a Plan For Compliance for Gjoa Haven which was completed by Shah Alam in
December 2012.

Respectfully,

Y —

Kevin Niptanatiak, Regional Director, CGS

CC: Shane Slifka, Regional Project Manager, CGS
Shawn Stuckey, Senior Administrative Officer, Gjoa Haven
Phyllis Beaulieu, Manager of Licensing, NWB
Ralph Ruediger, Director of Community Development
Shah Alam, Municipal Planning Engineer, CGS
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