
 

 

  

Confirmatory Sampling and Post-Closure Monitoring:  Collect soil samples 
from beyond the remedial soil excavation area and analyse for total metals.  
Conduct post-closure surface water monitoring and analyse for total metals. 

All samples have levels of COPCs 
below CCME guidelines 

Some samples have levels of 
COPC(s) above CCME guidelines. 

STOP

Background Study: Conduct study of concentrations 
of COPC(s) in soil and surface water at sites known 
not to be impacted by the landfill or other 
anthropogenic influences.  Use results to determine 
the natural background concentrations of COPC(s). 

Compare background 
levels of COPC(s) to 
levels in confirmatory 
samples and post-
closure monitoring. 

COPC(s) are higher in confirmatory 
samples than in background samples 

COPC(s) in confirmatory samples are 
similar to background concentrations  

 
 
 

Figure 7.  Risk Management Decision Tree 

STOP

Screening Level Risk Assessment: Conduct a screening level human health 
and ecological risk assessment using the samples collected for confirmatory 
sampling to determine whether the remaining levels of COPC(s) in soil and 
surface water pose a risk to humans or ecological receptors and develop site 
specific screening values. 

Develop a remedial action plan for the area 
surrounding the closed landfill. 


