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 RE:	NWB3YRB –Community Government and Transportation, GN - Resolute Bay Airport Water Licence Renewal - Formerly N4L3-1561 





On behalf of Environment Canada (EC), I have reviewed the information submitted with the above-mentioned application.  The following specialist advice has been provided pursuant to Environment Canada’s mandated responsibilities for the enforcement of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, Section 36(3) of the Fisheries Act, and the Migratory Birds Convention Act.





Community Government and Transportation are proposing to renew their water licence for the Resolute Bay Airport.  





The following recommendations have been included for your consideration and inclusion in the water licence renewal:


The new licence should include the requirement for a plan to complete the closure and abandonment of the solid waste site, as the old airbase waste disposal site has been closed and a 1999 study identified only airstrip dye as needing more study. 


The application states that a spill contingency plan is in place for the clean-up of spills.  However, no details regarding this plan are given.  The airport operator shall ensure that a spill contingency plan is in place and that all spills are documented and reported to the NWT Spill Line at (867) 920-8130.


An updated operating and maintenance plan should be submitted under the licence renewal. 


Environment Canada recommends that, if the pipe failure that was reported in the 1999 Annual Report has been resolved, end of pipe limits be established rather than the previous limits that were in place for the effluent being discharged into Resolute Lake.  However, if the pipe failure has not been resolved, and the overland portion between the sewage lagoons and Meretta Lake are being used as a component of the treatment system, Environment Canada recommends that the current sampling program be continued.


Effluent discharge sampling shall be completed prior to release from the second lagoon (i.e. the final point of control) to identify treatment being provided by the lagoon system. 


Previous Inspection Reports have identified concerns with the significant erosion of the outer retention berms of both the upper and lower lagoon cells.  It is recommended that the licence include conditions for regular inspections of the discharge point, and, if necessary, the installation of erosion protection should be completed. 


In order to prevent the overflowing and subsequent discharge of raw sewage from the upper lagoon to the lower lagoon during the wintertime (as identified in the Inspection Report), EC recommends that the freeboard design be increased to provide sufficient winter storage capacity. 


Environment Canada recommends that the water licence include provisions for increasing the frequency of sampling, as Inspection Reports indicate that the level of TSS has exceeded the effluent quality standards set for this station, and that levels of ammonia and phenols exceed the Canadian Water Quality Guidelines for the Protection of Freshwater Aquatic Life.    EC also recommends a full suite of analytical parameters be tested just upstream of the inflow of the receiving lake on an annual basis.





Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or comments with regards to the foregoing at (867) 975-4639 or by email at colette.meloche@ec.gc.ca. 








Yours truly,





Original signed by





Colette Meloche 


Environmental Assessment Specialist





cc:	(Mike Fournier, Northern Environmental Assessment Coordinator, Environment Canada, Yellowknife)
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