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NIRB File No. 03UN114 
June 13, 2008                    
 
To: BIPR Distribution List 
 
Re: Receipt of Information Request (IR) Response Package for the Bathurst Inlet Port and 

Road (BIPR) Project   
 
Dear Parties: 
 
On June 12, 2008 the Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB or Board) received an IR Response package 
from Bathurst Inlet Port and Road Joint Venture Ltd. (The Proponent) addressing IRs forwarded by the 
NIRB as part of the Part 5 Nunavut Land Claims Agreement Review of the BIPR project. It should be 
noted that the Proponent did have the submission ready for June 6 as previously committed to, but as the 
NIRB cannot accept submissions from external ftp sites, an extension was granted to allow the Proponent 
to submit the information directly to NIRB. The IR Response package can be obtained from the NIRB’s 
ftp site by all Parties using the following link: 
 
http://ftp.nirb.ca/REVIEWS/CURRENT_REVIEWS/03UN114-BIPR_PROJECT/02-REVIEW/08-
CONFORMITY%20TECH%20REVIEW/02-INFORMATION%20REQUESTS/02-RESPONSES/  
 
On May 15, 2008 the NIRB received correspondence from the Honourable Chuck Strahl, dated April 28, 
2008 in which the Minister made several comments regarding moving forward with the Review process 
for the BIPR project. On May 21, 2008 the NIRB wrote to the Proponent, requesting its current views of 
the three major issues raised by the Minister. Any other interested Parties on this distribution list were 
also invited to comment directly to the NIRB by May 30, 2008. The Board is in receipt of correspondence 
from the Proponent (see attached) in which a response to these issues is provided. No comments from 
other Parties were received.  
 
In previous correspondence, the Board committed to: 
 

 “extend the deadlines for the submission of technical review comments accordingly to ensure the 
Intervenor Funding issue has been addressed”.  

 
Furthermore, the recent correspondence from the Minister provided the Board with the following 
direction: 
 

 “… I ask the Board to consider whether adjustments in the timelines that have been established for 
this part of the process can be made. I consider the meaningful input of intervenors at all critical 
points in the assessment process essential to the delivery of quality environmental assessments”.  

 
It is the understanding of the NIRB that Intervenors which have successfully qualified for Intervenor 
funding are currently negotiating their contribution agreements with Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 
(INAC). Therefore, out of respect for Intervenors, the NIRB will await formal indication from INAC that 
contribution agreements have been finalized before proceeding further with the technical review of the 
BIPR Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
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Once INAC indicates to the Board that contribution agreements have been finalized and funding is fully 
accessible to qualified Intervenors for participation in the NIRB Review process, the Board will announce 
the commencement of a 60 day technical review period for all Parties. Parties will be given direction on 
the required format of technical review comments, which are to be submitted to the NIRB by the close of 
the 60 day review period. The Board will also accept additional IRs from Intervenors during this time and 
will forward all relevant IRs to the Proponent.  
 
The NIRB looks forward to the continued participation of all Parties in the Part 5 NLCA Review of the 
BIPR project, including the future Preliminary Hearing Conference (PHC) at which time the additional 
issues raised by the Minister and others will be further discussed. If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact the NIRB’s Technical Advisor, Ryan Barry 
at (867) 983-4608 or rbarry@nirb.ca.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Autut 
Executive Director 
Nunavut Impact Review Board 
 
 
Cc Bob Gilroy (bobg@nunalogistics.com)  

Francois Landry (flandry@rescan.com)  
 Robyn Abernethy-Gillis (abernethygillisr@inac-ainc.gc.ca) 
 
Attachment: Letter from BIPRJVL to NIRB dated June 4, 2008 






