
 
11 February 2026 
 
Richard Dwyer 
Manager, Licensing 
Nunavut Water Board 
 
Dear Mr. Dwyer, 
 
This letter is to introduce my application for the use of water or deposit of waste 
without a licence associated with a temporary camp at Anderson Bay (~40 km 
southeast of Cambridge Bay) to study the population dynamics of lesser snow geese 
and Ross’s geese (i.e., light geese). The project title is “Assessment of population 
dynamics of waterfowl in the central Arctic”. While light goose demography was 
studied nearly continuously since 1991 at Karrak Lake (Queen Maud Gulf [Ahiak] 
Migratory Bird Sanctuary) by Ray Alisauskas, the colony has declined rapidly and 
logistics are increasingly difficult. At the same time, the colony at Anderson Bay has 
increased rapidly over the last 10 years. Information about the population dynamics 
of light geese is required by the Canadian and US governments, the Arctic Goose 
Joint Venture and the four migratory bird flyways of North America for robust 
population management. Earlier this year, funders and I decided to move camp from 
Karrak to Anderson Bay and propose to begin a comprehensive program that links 
light goose population dynamics with ecosystem impacts (including on sea ducks 
such as king eiders) to continue to provide information to managers for decision-
making. My hope is this becomes a long-term project (25 years) because of the 
importance of multi-decadal data to informing our understanding of waterfowl 
population biology. 
 
Water associated with this project will be used for drinking by crew members (6 
people in 2026) and gathered with buckets from melt rivers and nearby lakes.   
 
My application is enclosed with this letter. Thank you for your consideration. Please 
let me know if I can provide additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

 
Mitch D. Weegman, Ph.D. 
Ducks Unlimited Canada Endowed Chair in Wetland and Waterfowl Conservation 
Associate Professor 
Department of Biology; University of Saskatchewan 
mitch.weegman@usask.ca; 1-306-966-4406 

mailto:mitch.weegman@usask.ca


 
11 ᐱᐳᐊᓕ 2026 

 

ᕆᑦᓱᑦ ᑐᐊᐃᐅ Richard Dwyer 

ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔨ, ᓚᐃᓴᑖᖅᑎᑦᓯᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᓄᓇᕗᑦ ᐃᒪᓕᕆᔩᑦ ᑲᑎᒪᔨᖏᑦ 

 

ᐊᐃᖓᐃ ᒥᔅᑕ ᑐᐊᐃᐅ, 

 

ᑖᓐᓇ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᖅ ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑎᔾᔪᑕᐅᓇᓱᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᑐᑦᓯᕋᐅᑎᓕᐊᕆᓯᒪᔭᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᒥᕐᒥᒃ 

ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᓗᓂᑦ ᐊᑦᑕᐃᒍᒪᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᓚᐃᓴᓐᓯᖃᙱᓪᓗᖓ ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑦᑐᐊᓪᓗᓂ 

ᑐᑦᑕᕐᕕᐅᑲᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥ ᐋᓐᑐᓴᓐ ᖃᖏᖅᓱᐊᓂ (~40 ᑭᓛᒥᑐᓂᒃ ᓂᒋᐊᓂ ᑲᓇᖕᓇᖅᐸᓯᐊᓂ 

ᐃᖃᓗᑦᑑᑦᑎᐊᑉ) ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑲᑎᓯᒪᓕᕋᒥᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᕆᕙᑦᑕᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ. ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖅ 

ᑕᐃᒎᓯᖃᖅᑐᖅ “ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᑲᑎᓯᒪᓕᕋᒥᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᕆᕙᑦᑕᖏᑕ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑑᑉ 

ᕿᑎᕐᒥᐊᓂ”. ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᖃᑦᓯᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᖏᓐᓇᖃᑦᑕᓚᐅᕋᓗᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ 1991-ᒥᓂᑦ ᑲᕋᒃ 

ᑕᓯᖓᓂ (ᐊᕼᐃᐊᒃ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᓄᑦ ᒥᕐᖑᐃᓯᕐᕕᒃ) ᕋᐃ ᐊᓕᓴᐅᔅᑲᔅᒧᑦ Ray Alisauskas, ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ  

ᖃᑦᓰᓐᓇᕈᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑎᑭᕝᕕᒋᒋᐊᖓ ᐱᔭᕆᐊᑐᓕᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂ. 

ᑕᕝᕘᓇᑦᓴᐃᓐᓇᖅ, ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐋᓐᑐᓴᓐ ᑲᖏᖅᓱᐊᓂ ᓱᑲᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᐊᒥᓱᙳᖅᐸᓪᓕᐊᓯᒪᓕᖅᑐᑦ ᖁᓖᑦ 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᐃᑦ ᖄᖏᖅᑐᓂ. ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᑲᓯᒪᓕᕋᒥᑦ ᐱᐅᓯᕆᕙᑦᑕᖏᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᔭᕆᐊᖃᕐᒪᑕ 

ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᐃᑦ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᐅᑭᐅᖅᑕᖅᑐᒥ ᑲᖑᕐᓄᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᓐᓂᒃᑯᑦ 

ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᔪᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓯᑕᒪᓄᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᐊᖅᑯᑎᐅᕙᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᐅᐊᓐᓇᖓᓂ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ 

ᓴᙱᔪᒥᒃ ᖃᑦᓯᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔪᓐᓇᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᑕᕝᕙᓂ ᐊᕐᕌᒍ ᐱᒋᐊᓕᕋᑖᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ 

ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖃᖅᑎᑦᓯᔩᓪᓗ ᑐᑭᑕᓚᐅᖅᑐᒍᑦ ᓄᑦᑎᖅᓱᑕ ᑲᕋᒃ ᑕᓯᐊᓂ ᐋᓐᑐᓴᓐ ᑲᖏᖅᓱᐊᓄᑦ 

ᐱᒋᐊᖅᑎᑦᓯᔪᒪᓪᓗᑕᓪᓗ ᐃᓗᒥᑦᓯᐊᖅᑐᒥᒃ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒥᒃ ᑲᓲᖅᓯᒪᓂᖏᓐᓂ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᒥᓲᓕᕋᒥᑦ 

ᐊᕙᑎᒥᓂ ᐊᑦᑐᐃᕙᒻᒪᖔᑕ (ᐱᖃᓯᐅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᑕᕆᐅᕐᒥᑕᑦ ᑎᒥᐊᑦ ᓲᕐᓗ ᒥᑏᑦ) ᑲᔪᓰᓐᓇᖅᑐᒥᒃ 

ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦᓴᓂᒃ ᑐᓂᓯᖃᑦᑕᖁᓪᓗᒋᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᓯᔨᓄᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᓕᐅᕈᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ. ᓂᕆᐅᑉᐳᖓ 

ᑕᒪᓐᓇ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒧᑦ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᖑᓂᐊᖁᓪᓗᒍ (ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ 25-ᓄᑦ) ᐱᔾᔪᑎᒋᓪᓗᒍ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᓂᖓ 

ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓄᑦ ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐅᒐᑎᑦ ᖁᓕᓄᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᒃᓴᐃᑦ ᑐᑭᓯᐅᒪᔾᔪᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ 

ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᖃᑦᓯᐅᓂᖏᓐᓂᒃ. 

 

ᐃᒪᖅ ᐊᑦᑐᐊᓂᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᑖᑦᓱᒧᖓ ᐱᓕᕆᐊᒧᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓂᐊᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᒥᖅᑕᐅᓗᓂ ᐱᔨᕆᔨᓄᑦ (6 

ᐃᓄᐃᑦ 2026-ᒥ) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᖃᓗᕋᖅᑕᐅᕙᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᓪᓗᑎᓄᑦ ᑰᑉᐸᓪᓕᐊᔪᓂ ᑰᓐᓂᒃ.   

 

ᑐᑦᓯᕋᐅᑎᓕᐊᕋ ᐊᑕᖃᓯᐅᑎᔪᖅ ᑖᑦᓱᒧᖓ ᑎᑎᖅᑲᒧᑦ. ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᒃ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᖃᕈᓐᓇᕋᕕᑦ. 

ᖃᐅᔨᒃᑲᖅᑕᐅᒍᒪᕗᖓ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦᓴᑲᓐᓂᕐᓂᑦ ᐱᑎᑕᐅᒍᒪᒍᕕᑦ. 

 

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ, 
 



 
 

 

ᒥᑦᔅ ᑏ ᐅᐃᒡᒪᓐ Mitch D. Weegman, ᖁᑦᓯᓂᖅᐹᕐᒥ ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᑖᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ. 

ᒥᑏᑦ ᑲᑐᔾᔨᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ ᑎᒃᑯᐊᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐃᑦᓯᕙᐅᑕᕐᒧᑦ ᑕᓯᕐᓄᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᓄᓪᓗ 

ᑎᒻᒥᐊᓄᑦ ᐱᐅᓕᑦᓯᒋᐊᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ 

ᐃᓕᓴᐃᔨᒻᒪᕆᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᖅ 

ᐱᓕᕆᕕᖓᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ; ᓯᓚᑦᑐᖅᓴᕐᕕᕐᔪᐊᖓ ᓴᔅᑳᑦᓱᐊᓐ  

mitch.weegman@usask.ca; 1-306-966-4406 
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