
ASSESSING THE IMPACT OF LESSER SNOW GOOSE AND CACKLING GOOSE 
COMPETITION ON BREEDING ATLANTIC BRANT 
 
Atlantic brant (Branta bernicla hrota) (hereafter brant) populations have experienced long-term 
fluctuations as estimated from Mid-winter waterfowl surveys. However recent population estimates 
show the brant population may have declined in the last decade. One possible explanation may be 
competition from increasing numbers of lesser snow geese (Chen caerulescens caerulescens) and 
cackling geese (Branta hutchinsii) breeding in the Foxe Basin. We propose to use careful monitoring 
of behaviors, time budgets, and reproductive success among lesser snow geese, cackling geese, and 
Atlantic brant at East Bay, Southampton Island, during the 2014 and 2015 breeding seasons. Our 
objective is to determine if increasing numbers of snow geese and cackling geese cause declines in 
productivity of Atlantic brant that lead to a lower population size. 

 
 
 

ᖃᐅᔨᓇᓱᒃᑕᐅᓂᖓ ᐊᒃᑐᐃᓯᒪᖕᒪᖔᑕ ᑲᖑᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑳᑳᑳᓚᔪᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓂᐅᖕᒪᖔᑦ 
ᓄᓕᐊᕈᑖᑦ ᓂᓪᓕᕐᓇᕐᓄᑦ 

 
 
 ᓂᓪᓕᓇᖅ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᐊᑯᓂᐅᔪᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᓯᑦᔨᖅᑕᖅᐸᖕᒪᑕ ᓈᓴᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂ ᓇᓚᐅᑖᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ 
ᑕᐃᑲᖓᓂᑦ ᕿᑎᐊᓂ ᐅᑭᐅᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᒪᕐᒥᐅᑕᐃᑦ ᑎᖕᒥᐊᑦ ᓈᓴᖅᑕᐅᒑᖓᒥᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ. 
ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᒐᓗᐊᕐᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᒫᓐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᑕᑯᑎᑦᑎᓯᒪᕗᑦ ᐅᑯᐊ ᓇᓪᓕᓇᖅ 
ᐅᓄᕈᓐᓃᖅᐹᓪᓕᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᖓᓂ ᑯᓕᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᑦ. ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇᐅᓇᔭᕋᓱᒋᔭᐅᕗᖅ ᐱᒡᒍᓴᐅᑎᓂᖅ 
ᐅᓄᖅᓯᓯᒪᖕᒪᑕ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑳᑳᑳᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐃᕐᓂᐅᕈᒪᔪᑦ ᓴᓂᕋᔭᐅᑉ ᑕᕆᐅᖓᓂ ᓯᑯᓯᓛᕐᒥᐅᑦ 
ᐃᒪᖓᓂ. ᐱᔪᒪᓯᒪᕗᖑᑦ ᐱᑦᑎᐊᓕᓐᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓗᒋᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐃᓕᖁᓯᖃᕐᒪᖔᑕ, ᐊᑯᓂᐅᓂᖓ 
ᑮᓇᐅᔭᖅᑐᕋᔭᖅᑐᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᕐᓂᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᕚᓪᓕᕐᑎᑦᑎᓂᖏ ᐊᕙᑖᓂ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ, ᑳᑳᑳᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖑᐃ, 
ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓪᓕᓇᖅ ᑕᐃᑲᓂ ᖃᖅᓴᐅᖅᑑᕐᒥ, ᓴᓪᓖᑦ, ᑕᐃᑲᓂ 2014 - 2015 ᐃᕐᓂᐅᕐᓇᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ. 
ᑐᑭᓕᐅᕈᑎᒋᓇᓱᒃᑕᕗᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ ᐅᓄᖅᓯᑎᒋᕙᖕᒪᖔᑕ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᓄᕈᓐᓃᖅᐸᓪᓕᕐᐸᖕᒪᖔᑕ 
ᒪᓐᓂᓕᐅᕈᓐᓇᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᕐᓇᕐᓄᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓗ ᐅᓄᓐᖏᓗᐊᖃᖅᑕᕈᑎᒋᕚᑦ.  
 


