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Arctic Goose Banding Sites 

































Atlantic Brant, Cackling,  
Greater  White-fronted,  
Ross’s and Lesser Snow 
geese 
 
 



White-Fronted Geese 







White-fronted Geese 



Cackling Geese 







Canada Goose Population Estimate, Strata 26-40, 
Prairie Canada (1955-2010)
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Number of Cackling Geese on Baffin Island, Great Plain of the 
Koukdjouak, 1996-2009

0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Year

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
Es

tim
at

e



Cackling Geese 

Western, Central Arctic 



Cackling Geese 

Southampton Island 



Cackling Geese 
Baffin Island 



Atlantic Brant 



Intertidal zone, western Baffin Island 



Atlantic Brant 



Ross’s Geese 
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Ross' Goose Population Estimate, Baffin Island (1996-2009)
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Ross’s Geese 



Lesser Snow Geese 







Lesser Snow Geese 



Lesser Snow Goose Population Estimate, Baffin Island (1996-2009)

y = 23352x + 1E+06
R2 = 0.0814
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Lesser Snow Geese 



Ross’s Geese 
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Why So Many Geese? 
 

•Refuges  
•Declining number of hunters 
•Agricultural food supply 



Refuges and Sanctuaries 

   



U.S. Refuges 







Declining Hunters 

   



Sales of Migratory Bird Permits in Prairie Canada, 
1969-2006* 

(Residents & Non-Residents combined)
*M GBHP sales to June 29, 2007
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Agriculture Crops 

   



















Why are large snow goose 
populations a problem? 

Degradation of coastal ecosystems 

• Impacts on aquatic habitats and soils 

• Impacts on vegetation 

• Impacts on other species 



















Queen Maud Gulf Migratory Bird 
Sanctuary 

   



 

Queen Maud Gulf 
Migratory Bird 

Sanctuary









Karrak Lake 



Survival of Karrak Lake light geese 
(Traylor et al. 2012, in press) 

 

0.0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1.0

1990 1995 2000 2005

Adult snow  geese

Adult Ross's geese

Juvenile snow  geese

Juvenile Ross's geeseAn
nu

al
 s

ur
vi

va
l p

ro
ba

bi
lit

y 
± 

95
%

C
L

Year



Growth and Persistence  
Of Mainland Colonies 
1988-2011 (Red) 

Distribution of Preferred 
Goose Habitat (Darker Green) 



   



Exposed Peat 1988 – caused by geese.  
What is situation in 2011? 

Karrak  
Lake 

Colony 
 10 






	Goose Management in the Prairie & Northern Region��Population Management Unit�Canadian Wildlife Service
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Lesser Snow Geese
	Ross’s Geese
	Why So Many Geese?
	Refuges and Sanctuaries
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Declining Hunters
	Slide Number 54
	Agriculture Crops
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	Slide Number 70
	Slide Number 71
	Slide Number 72
	Queen Maud Gulf Migratory Bird Sanctuary
	Slide Number 74
	Slide Number 75
	Slide Number 76
	Slide Number 77
	Karrak Lake
	Survival of Karrak Lake light geese�(Traylor et al. 2012, in press)
	Slide Number 80
	  
	Exposed Peat 1988 – caused by geese.  What is situation in 2011?
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84

