Project: Managing climate risks to living heritage at Talluruti, Nunavut
This letter is in request of community support for proposed archaeological fieldwork.
Inuit Nunangat has always been place of dynamic shifts in land, waters, and ice. In recent years, however, the rate of climate-driven changes has been increasing at a concerning pace. Among the many concerns this presents are the ongoing threats and future risks to archaeological sites—which are also important places of living heritage—in the form of coastal erosion, rising sea levels, and melting permafrost. The proposed project will focus on the management of current damage and the assessment of present and future climate risks at one such place: the Morin Point (QdHh-2) and Dundas Harbour (QdHh-41) archaeological sites located at Talluruti on Tallurutit (Devon Island), Nunavut.

The project aims to take a community-oriented approach by prioritizing discussion and information sharing in planning, addressing concerns and research interests as they emerge. Our project aims to address significant erosion affecting Early Inuit archaeological features and develop community-based strategies for managing sites and tourism in the area. We plan to conduct excavations of the damaged archaeological features and use aerial drone technology to monitor permafrost and document future site risks. One key priority is identifying potential walking paths at the site to limit future damage and streamline site visits, thereby minimizing disturbance to local wildlife. The project will be led by myself, Samantha Walker, who is a professor at Lakehead University and the director of a charity focused on youth education.
The archaeological fieldwork will focus on excavating an early Inuit house that is being damaged due to coastal erosion. We will also use drone technologies to map the site and sense the permafrost beneath the surface, to help monitor future risks to the site. Recovered artifacts will be stored in Ottawa at the Canadian Museum of Nature, until the archaeological repository in Iqaluit is completed, at which point they will be rehomed there.
Our team will consist of seven members. We are prioritizing hiring locally from Arctic Bay, including a wildlife monitor, a camp leader, and a fieldwork participant, in addition to four university researchers from the south (including myself). We will prioritize community collaboration, including a youth archaeology camp in Arctic Bay prior to the fieldwork, and an artifact viewing and community lecture upon our return. 

